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In a letter dated Sept. 19 to UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar, deposed Panamanian
President Eric Arturo Delvalle said that inviting Manuel Solis Palma to address the General
Assembly on Sept. 27 as Panamanian head of state violates its rules because Solis "is not the
representative of my government nor is he the authorized spokesman of Panama." Delvalle, who is
reportedly underground inside Panama, said he would not be able to attend the General Assembly
opening himself. The deposed leader is recognized by the Reagan administration as Panama's head
of state. By Sept. 24, the State Department had issued visas to Solis Palma and his delegation so
they could enter the US and attend the General Assembly. On Sept. 21, Panama's chief delegate
to the UN, Leonardo Binns, write to Perez de Cuellar complaining that the visas had not yet been
issued and asking him to intervene with the US authorities. UN officials told reporters that they had
placed Solis Palma on the list of speakers after receiving a request by the Panamanian delegation.
The delegation described Solis Palma in a letter as being both head of state and minister in charge
of the presidency. In his speech before the UN General Assembly on Sept. 27, Solis Palma said
that Washington wished to overthrow the Panamanian government and impose a regime that
would renegotiate the Panama Canal treaties. He accused the Reagan administration of waging
"economic war" against Panama, and asserted that his government had "grave reasons" to fear
military aggression. Solis Palma said that the US was now using the Canal Zone as "a base for
hegemonic power," with the capacity "to plan and execute armed attacks against other countries."
He declared that Washington has sent to Panama commandos specializing in surprise attacks,
electronic warfare experts, more than 300 attack helicopters and special units for the control and
occupation of urban centers. During Solis's speech, about 50 Panamanians gathered across the street
from the UN, chanting slogans like "Say no to Noriega; say no to drugs." Among the demonstrators
was Juan Sosa, Panamanian Ambassador to Washington, who is not recognized by Solis Palma's
government, and Alberto Garcia de Paredes, Panama's Consul General in New York. Also present at
the demonstration was Guillermo Cochez, a member of the Panamanian national legislature. (Basic
data from New York Times, 09/25/88, 09/28/88)
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